English 150: College Newspaper (Truman College, 2006-2007)

Instructor:

Benjamin Ortiz, MA (www.benortiz.com)

Phone/E-mail/Box:
773.907-4376, bortiz@ccc.edu, Mail #112 (preferred: “Ortiz” in Room 2915)

( Course Description and Objectives

All Truman students are welcome to participate as extra-curricular staff members of Uptown Exchange, our college newspaper. But enrollment in English 150 also awards one credit to those students seeking formal coursework in journalism – students may enroll in College Newspaper over four separate semesters, for a total of four credits.

Working at the newspaper provides valuable experience in producing a publication under the professional standards and practices of a typical news organization. Our work will produce a pro-publication, NOT a class project or laboratory publication, and so you will be expected to develop a professional understanding of your part in the organization, as well as pro instincts toward creating the best product possible.

Students who successfully complete English 150 will gain specific training as well as general education in the world of journalism, worth putting on your resume. Moreover, you will start to appreciate firsthand the importance of journalism for our democracy, freedoms, community life, and intellectual spirit.

( Grading

For those students officially enrolling in English 150, your final 1-credit grade will depend not on the content of what you produce, but on the integrity of your work. The following chart maps the standard and criteria by which mid-term and final grades will be tabulated:

GRADING STANDARD
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EXCEPTIONAL
            GOOD

               FAIR

     UNACCEPTABLE
   NO WORK DONE

CRITERIA

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS

CONSISTENT ATTENDANCE

TEAMWORK

INITIATIVE

EFFORT

RESPECT FOR THE “MISSION STATEMENT” OF THE UPTOWN EXCHANGE
( Academic and Professional Integrity
The newspaper adviser will talk more throughout the semester about ethical journalism and academic integrity. But of course, plagiarism, fabrication, conflict of interest, and other such unethical behavior that compromises the integrity or credibility of Uptown Exchange will result in automatic failure (F) of the course.

PLEASE KEEP IN CLOSE CONTACT REGULARLY WITH YOUR ADVISER AND TEAM!!!







